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Aren't we good enough? 

Three big questions 

• How can a broader section of the public be included 
in the processes (sustainable urbanization)? 

• What do you see as the most important barrier(s) for 
making individual good ideas valuable for 
sustainable cities? 

• How can we make sure that a holistic understanding 
of sustainability (emphasizing the economic, 
environmental, and social) will not simply become a 
‘holistic evasive action’ in which the economic simply 
means profit for the contractor/building owner, the 
environment simply means riding our bikes more 
(even though we also buy more cars, and drive longer 
in them), and the social simply means politicians 
delivering on promises of providing cheap housing? 



• Overwhelming climate change 
challenges 

• New holistic consequences 

• Don't know the right solutions 

• Lack time, money, energy and 
resources 

 

 

1. The personal 

challenge  



• Having to do something 

• Wanting to do something 

 

• People have checkered faith, 
feel overwhelmed 

• A pragmatic culture of 
convenient sustainability 
arises, it is also promoted 
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But…  



 

 

 

2. Romancing urban 

sustainabillity 

 

• Built-up, plastic fantastic vs  
rural and nostalgia 

 

• Industrial, efficient and commercial 
vs organic, sustainability, health 

 

• Fast paced,   
vs slowness and leisure 

 

 



• Consume all you want and save the planet 

• Consume less and make more money 

• Crowded and peaceful, green and clean 

• Less work, more leisure 

• Urban setting, small community feel 

• Cosmopolitan feeling, rural setting 

• A sustainable city for all (rich and poor) 

Hopeful 

sustainability 



 



• Sexed-up sustainability through the 
marketing framework 

• Design framework for a new 
sustainability economy  

• Bring together everything good 

• But many sustainability values are 
not visible 

• The new bourgeois hippie class 

 

• Are we getting distracted? Have we 
lost our plot?  
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Packaging urban 

dreams 



There is hope: The two 

forces in society 

 
• The community will find 

solutions 
• Dreams change  

• Small steps and feeling good 

• Resistance, cyncism and new 
social movements 

• Education, science and 
innovations 

 

• Vested interest groups that want 
to control the solutions 



So what? 

 

• Stay on the plot 

• Be self-reflexive and self-critical 

• Re-claim the discussion  
• Address the hype 

• Address the fantasies 

• Challenge the high-priests 

• Make sustainability relevant and 
shape the sustainability experience 
• Education 

• Framing and referencing 

• Sense of ownershp 

• Keep our feet on the ground 



• How can a broader section of the public be included 
in the processes (sustainable urbanization)? 

• What do you see as the most important barrier(s) for 
making individual good ideas valuable for 
sustainable cities? 

• How can we make sure that a holistic understanding 
of sustainability (emphasizing the economic, 
environmental, and social) will not simply become a 
‘holistic evasive action’ in which the economic simply 
means profit for the contractor/building owner, the 
environment simply means riding our bikes more 
(even though we also buy more cars, and drive longer 
in them), and the social simply means politicians 
delivering on promises of providing cheap housing? 

Big Questions,  

contextual answers 



… and we are still 

happy 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your attention! 
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